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THE ECONOMY OF GOD. 


BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON. 


Many great events that have tran- 
spired on the earth are considered 
calamitous to mankind, because they 
are apparently so from the fact that 
they have brought abont immediate 
suffering, and many circumstances are 
looked upon as having happened by 
accident, or rather been brought about 
simply and entirely by the improper 
use, or otherwise, of man’s free agency; 
but when we look at it from all points, 
the question arises ia our tea was 
it not designed in the economy of 
God that those things should occur? 
Of course it is understood by the 
majority of the Saints, that this was 
decidedly the case in relation to what 
is termed the fall of man, for, in the 
Scriptures Jesus is called the Lamb 
who was slain from before the founda- 
tions of the world, showing that the 
great plan of salvation was instituted 
even before man came to dwell on the 
earth. Hence, if it had not been 
known and designed prior to creation, 
that man should fall from purity and 
immortality, how inconsistent it would 

ave been to have instituted a scheme, 
the object of which was to redeem him 


from the effects thereof. Again, the 
ultimate condition and destiny of the 
earth, and those of its inhabitants who 
obey the higher laws of life is, that 
they shall become celestialized, and it 
is evident that temporal existence is 
one of those preparatory conditions 
and probations necessary to qualify 
men and things for entering upon 
that glorious state. 

As we are desirous of condensing 
this article as much as practicable, we 
will not touch upon many of the lead- 
ing occurrences in man’s earthly his- 
tory, but endeavor to show out the 
—_ and wonder-working hand of 

ehovah, more eras in the 
‘falling away” of his children from 
the heavenly order of the Gospel, as 
instituted by Jesus and his Apostl 
and their consequent darkness ; and 
if we can to any extent comprehend 
the purposes of our heavenly Father in 
relation to this event, it will operate 
as a key to other events, and open up 
a broad field for expansive thought. 
The Priesthood of the Son of. 
gives men power to open up the plan 
of salvation, because it puts them in 
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possession of keys of knowledge, which 
enable them to open tbe doors of truth. 
Jesus said, ‘‘ Knock and it sball be 
opened unto you,” and with the aid of 
God’s Spirit, those who are clothed 
upon with the Priesthood are not only 
enabled to knock, but to thrust the 
key into the lock, turn it, and stand 
within the threshold of the gate, which 
leads onward and upward to an end- 
less eternity of intelligence. When 
in this position, to speak compara- 
tively, we are like unto one who, placing 
a powerful telescope to his eye, be- 
holds things which he could not for- 
merly perceive, 


are brought clearly within the range 
of his increased vision. He looks 
backward, and the same effect is pro- 
duced. Thus, those who have received 
the Priesthpod, possessing the Spirit 
of God, and having developed them- 
selves, can, so far as their vision ex- 
tends, look both up and down the 
stream of time, and see God’s great 
designs developed in the past, present 
and future. To take a casual or 
superficial glance at the apostacy from 
the true order of the Gospel as insti- 
tuted by Jesus and the Apostles, we 
might set it down as being entirely a 
consequence of the evil actions of 
men, through the abuse of their free 
will, without being able to see in it, 
as well, the moveiments of the great 
Designer who stands at the head of his 
progeny, and who holds in his hand 
the destinies of individuals, nations, 
ard of the world itself. True, it is 
evident that the doings of men, 
—— by the Adversary of souls, 

rought about the “‘falling away,” 
but are we to conclude that this was 
the grand moving cause, or merely 
the secendary cause, or the means 
used to bring about a necessary result} 
The latter conclusion appears the most 
reasonable and reconcilable with the 
designs of our heavenly Father, which 
we will now endeavor to show. 

We are given to understand, that 
the object our Father and God had in 
view in creating this earth, and send- 
ing his children to dwell on it tempo- 

y, was the salvation not only of 
the earth, but also of its inhabitants. 
In order to accomplish this end, time 

means were indispensably neces- 
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contained ‘‘the hidden mysteries of 


while others that, 
appeared before dim and indistinct, 


remainanywhereand not haveitseffects. 


sary. To show the po that would 
be required to redeem this fallen 
world, we will refer to the revelations 
given to the Apostle John, where we 
are informed that he saw a book sealed 
with seven seals, and we are given to 
understand in the key to the revyela- 
tions of John, as contained in the 
Pearl of Great Price, that the book 


the economy of God in relation to the 
earth during the seven thousand years 
of its temporal existence,” each of the 
seven sé@als evidently representing the 
book as containing that which related 
to each of the thousand years. From 
this it appears it was designed that 
the earth should remain in a temporal 
state for the period above mentioned. 
Now, supposing that the Gospel had 
been accepted by man in the days of 
Jesus, and had remained on the earth 
for the last eighteen centuries, of 
course we cannot very well conclude 
otherwise than that both the earth and 
its inhabitants must have travelled a 
long way on the road to perfection, 
and would have attained toa far more 
exalted and holier situation than they 
now occupy; for, if we understand 
the nature of the Gospel, which in- 
corporates within it the laws of regene- 
ration, we can see that it could not 


If men had received the Gospel and 
continued to abide in the truth, un- 
dergone the birth of the Spirit and 
progressed in purity and holiness, the 
earth also, in order to be in harmony 
with those who dwell upon it, would 
have had to be pure and holy. We 
have an example of this in the past, 
in the case of Enoch, and those who 
dwelt with him in the city which they 
built. They advanced so far i hae 
telligence, purity ard holiness, a 
there ceased to be an affinity — 
them and a great portion of this world, 
so they were translated to 4 ace 
and holier sphere, the portion of be 
earth upon which they dwelt had a 
become pure, and was translated Ww! 
them. If this translation had = 
taken place, looking at it with the = 
of reason, they woald have, to ie 
language of Scripture, gradually 

vened the whale lump, | anil 
of a detached portion of this glo 


its inhabitants being exalted, the #2 
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yorld itself would, as a natural conse- 
quence, have taken its place among 
the glorified and celestialized bodies. 

The principles, the practice of which 
enabled Enoch, his fellow citizens, and 
the part of earth on which they dwelt, 
to arrive at such a state of perfection, 
were bronght again to earth by Jesus. 
It was the Gospel of the Son of God 
that saved them, for there is none 
other name under heaven by which 
salvation can be obtained, but the 
name of Jesus; hence, the same re- 
sults would have been brought about 
had the Gospel remained on the earth 
for the last eighteen hundred years 
and upwards, and we may reasonably 
suppose that unless it is taken from 
amongst men, either by translating 
those who are clothed upon with its 
power, as in Enoch’s day, or in the 
manner in which it was taken from the 
earth in the days of the Apostles, or 
in some other way, the consequence 
would be that the earth and its in- 
habitants, would travel on the road 
which leads to perfection. Had God 
not controlled affairs, and all things 
worked together for the consumma- 
tion of his purposes and the carrying 
out of his designs, it would seem that 
the times and seasons before appointed 
would not have come about, for the 
earth to remain in a temporal condi- 
ton before a spiritual and immortal 
state of things would have been 
ushered in, as it appears that the 
period appointed for the bringing in of 
that time is after the lapse of seven 
thousand years. In those great and 
hiomentous events that have tran- 
spired on the earth, are seen the 
footprints of God in history. 

It has been revealed that all who 
kept their first estate, have the privi- 
lege of coming to the earth to gain ex- 
perience by through a tempo- 
ral state. ad the Gospel remained 
onthe earth from the days of Enoch, 
or Jesus, and, in consequence, the 
earth become celestialized, it would 
seem reasonable to think that unless 


THE ECONOMY OF GOD. 


691° 
they have done, many of the bright, 


noble spirits who are now coming 
forth to gain experience, would have 
been deprived of that privilege. To 
show that the times and seasons have 
been appointed for the consummation 
of God’s purposes, we might refer to 
that portion of the Scriptures from 
which we learn that when the disciples 
inquired of Jesus concerning his second 
coming, he said it was not for them 
to know the times and seasons. In 
writing to Timothy, Paul says, “‘There 
must needs come a falling away first.” 

Some might think that there is a 
degree of fatalism connected with such 
ideas as the above, but such a con- 
ception would be utterly at variance 
with the truth, for God has given 
unto man his agency, which, by his 
evil actions, he often abuses; yet, as 
the Prophet Brigham has said, God 
holds the results of those actions in 
his own hands. That God has decreed 
certain events, and appointed the times 
and seasons for the same, is not o 
evidenced by the Scriptures, but it 
seems reasonable in order to maintain 
harmony thronghout his vast creations. 
Yet, we stand upon a broad platform, 
we say, ‘‘Salvation is of our God,” 
and that whatsoever his decrees are, 
and whatsoever course is aaopted by 
him in his vast economy in relation to 
this earth, and the _—e millions 
who have, will, and do dwell upon its 
surface, this is his grand object— 
namely, salvation ; but as high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so are 
the ways of God above those of man. 

The title of this article indicates a 
subject of vast, we might almost say 
boundless magnitnde and importance. 
We have only alluded to bat a small 

in connection with, and in rela- 

tion to it; yet, if it should set any 
thinking, so that they may gain a 
broader and more liberal conception 
of our Father and God, and of his 
designs and purposes, the object of 
the writer in penning it will have been 
accomplished. 


men had multiplied much faster than 


Excellence is never granted to man, but as the reward of labor. | 
he habits of industry, without the pleasure 


ho small strength of mind to persevere in t 


. perceiving those advantages which, like the hands of a clock, 
ourly approaches to their point, yet proceed so slowly as to escape observation. 


It argues, indeed, 
whilst they make 
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AGENCY OF MAN. 


OF MAN. 


BY ELDER SEPTIMUS W. SEARS. 


_ Many and inestimable are the bles- 
sings bequeathed by God unto man. 
Wherever he turns his eyes, there is 
something to remind him of the love 
and kindness of an allwise Creator, 
and which should awake a feeling of 
gratitude within his bosom. ut 
among the blessings wliich are se pro- 
fusely meted out unto him, none can 


be of greater worth or importance 
than that agency or free will which 
ives him the privilege of using his 


aculties in doing good or evil ag he 
leases. People sometimes blame the 
evil for all the sins or follies they 
commit, or the troubles they get into, 
as though they had no choice in the 
matter, but were compelled to yield 
themselves to his will ; but a little re- 
flection will show them that in reality 
they are the only responsible beings, 
and that it will avail them but little 
at the great reckoning day, when they 
are called to give an account of the 
manner in which they have conducted 
themselves, to say, Satan tempted me 
and I yielded. This was the plea of 
our first —_ when they had trans- 
gressed the laws of God, butit did not 
alter the decree of the Almighty, that 
in the day they ate of the forbidden 
fruit they should taste death. We 
are fully aware that it is the sole busi- 
ness of the Adversary to lead mankind 
astray, but before they rush madly 
into sin, they should refiect upon the 
consequences, and remember that they 
have a power which can be exercised 
in warding off any blow the enemy 
may make. Man has an influence 
that when properly controlled, is su- 
perior to all the combined forces of 
the Evil One, and he can command 
them to stand aside and they must 
obey. These means should be within 
the reach of all. When Satan mani- 
fests himself in the hearts of men, it 
is when they yield themselves willi 
subjects unto him. Evil spirits are 
continually seeking some tabernacle 
through which to act, and when men 
yield their agency unto them, they 
are then their servants, and led cap- 


tive to their will, How Godlike is 
man in his nature! Created in the 
image and endowed with the attri- 
butes of his Maker! Free to act as 
he pleases! Free to ice Virtuous 
and upright principles, or to debase 
himself by the practise of everything 
that is mean and contemptible! He 
can either abuse his mental and physi- 
cal powers, and render them fruitless 
and unproductive, or he can employ 
them for the good of himself and 
others. Take from man his agency, 
and he will then be robbed of that 
attribute which now makes him 80 

eat and Godlike, and instead of 
cone free to act for himself, he will 
become a mere passive machine in the 
hands of some other power. Were 
this the case, he would cease to be 
responsible for his actions. Had it 
not been left optional with men to 
choose the or evil, but had the 
Lord so created them that they must 
tread continually in virtue’s paths, 
not having the power to sin though 
they might desire it, what credit could 
have been due to them, or what glory 
could the Creator have had in the 
created ? As the poet has it, 

“Ingrate, he had of me 
All he could have. I made him just 


righ 
Sufhetat to have stood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all the ethereal powers 
And spirits, both them who stood, and 
them who failed; bo 
ter Ay stood who stood, and fell 
fell.” 


Man will be held accountable for 
the manner in which he uses & 
choicest of heaven’s gifts. Great will 
be the reward of them who live up © 
the highest laws given them byt - 
Maker, and seek to bring honor an 
glory to hisname. Blessings 
theirs, that without their agency mU 
have been withheld from them. There 
are some who advocate the doctrine 
of predestination, believing that 
was before we came f 
the earth, thus ignoring the power ° 


man’s free agency Altogether, 
making it appear that he 


not re- 


| 


nsible at all for his but if 

e Almighty has so decreed it, that 
certain individuals shall dwell with 
him forever, or that their portion 
shall be with the spirits of the damned, 
it must be so, and nothing they can 
do can alter the sentence. It may be 
very possible that the Almighty knew 
the course his children would pursue, 
and what kind of rewards or emer 
ments they would merit, but pos- 
sessing this knowledge could have no 
bearing upon their yg to 
lead them to good or evil. ey were 
created free, and placed upon the 
earth to answer the end of an omnis- 
cient Being, having the power within 
themselves to choose the good or evil, 
and have only their own feelings to 
consult. The knowledge of this im- 
portant trath must cause the bosoms 
of the virtuous and the good to swell 
with joy and gratitude, the present 
must be gladdened by a reflection on 
the past, and the future brightened 
by that hope which points them to 
the time when the 1 return to 
their Father, and hear that welcome 
plaudit, Well done, my children, come 
and dwell in the mansions prepared 
for you. The future is painted before 
them, and upon it their rewards are 
written. They see an eternity of 
bliss in store for them, inasmuch as 
they have not abused this inestimable 
gift of God, but have employed it in 
the performance of and noble 


deeds. For although men are free and | | 


can use their own discretion in the 
choice of good or evil, the inevitable 
results of disobedience are misery and 


death. These are consequences that 
_ cannot be averted. 


There are certain 
laws and principles offered unto man 
for his reception or rejection, and the 
result is tou be determined by the 
choice he makes. The Lord has re- 
vealed his Gospel, and sent forth in- 


ect law 
revealed through Joseph Smith, 
has by some been compared:to the re 
ligion of Mahomet, and ef seem to 
imagine that the many .of 
its principles has been foreed upon 
its votaries in a similar manner to 
what his doctrines were forced u 
the people, but this is a mi 
When 
around him, he was determined 
making the people receive his do¢- 
trines, and uniting the numerous sects 
into the worship of the one God, 
hence it. was 


‘The Koran 
sword,” and the agency of. those wh¢ 


only one more chance, and that 
death. But not so with the 
Jehovah. 


of the devil; for he seeketh that 
men might be miserable like unto him- 
self.” 
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(Concluded from page 681.) 


But to talk of {‘“self-puri 


purificatio 
and to take far-off Utah as the point | leprosy of foaless corra 
Where that ‘‘ purification” is to be- | rankling and festering 


n,” | 


come dominantly active, 


omet had gathered a fow 


with: the 
che 
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| spired men as in days of old, to¢all 
upon the people to 

unto him, and forsake — 

systems of religion, but in no way has 

he compelled them to receive this 

message, but has left it entirelpop =~ 

tional with all. The Gospel is nota ~~ 

despotism, as some have wrongly sup+ 
posed, but is as the A 

ell victums tO Bim Was TOm 3 

them; they must either receive P 

degmas offered th or there was 

has commanded his servants to ¢all 

upon all men in meekness to tum 

unto Him, leaving them free at the | 

same time to exercise their own 4g 4 

ment. In the Book of 

words of Nephi are plain poin § 

pon this subject, ‘‘ Wherefore men = 

are free according to the flesh ; and 

all things are given them which are 

expedient unto man. 

free to choose liberty and 

through the great mediation of 3 

men, or to choose captivity and death, =~ 

vie 4 
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nation, uncontrolled and uncontrol- 
lable in every city, outrages ‘modesty 
and puts consistency to shame. Was 
the editor blind, or was he ignorant 
of the state of society in New York, 
when he spoke of having ‘‘ the major 
evils at least weeded out,” pointing 
to Utah, and passed over the follow- 
ing picture of crime in his own city, 
published in the very number from 


which we have clipped the leader that 
heads this article? 


‘*The report of the Metropolitan Police 
Department for the quarter ending July 
3lst, shows an alarming prevalence of 
crime in the city at the present time. The 
aggregate number of arrests for the past 
three months, foots up twenty thousand, 
four hundred and sixty-seven, an increase 
of seven thousand, eight hundred and 
seventy-five over the preceding quarter. 
This is a fearful ratio of increase, and it 
is difficult to account for it satisfactorily. 
Either the police force is decreasing very 
rapidly in efficiency, or else lawlessness is 
approaching very nearly a mania. The 
high standard which the police has uni- 
formly maintained of late years, precludes 
the solution of the mystery on the first 
mentioned ground, and so we are obliged 
to believe that crime is literally ‘ stalking 
abroad.” 


Has the worst enemy of the ‘‘ Mor- 
mons,” in his most malignant efforts 
of mendacity, ever entered a pre- 
tended record against them as black 
and terrible as the above, published as 
the actual state of society in the Metro- 
polis of the East, in the very number 
of the very paper which talks of 
** plucking the brands from the fire in 
the realms of Brigham Young?” We 
say advisedly and beyond the possi- 
bility of truthful contradiction, that 
any single number of any leading New 
York paper contains the record of more 
crimes, than the records of all the 
courts of the Territory of Utah can 
show in a year. 

The sad and corrupted state of man- 
kind lead those in authority to adopt 
many and various measures to check 
or control growing depravity ; hence 
in this Christian nation, in which pro- 
fessors boast so loudly of their purity 
with Pharisaic hypocrisy, and lift their 
sanctimonious voices in affected horror 
at the presumed immorality of the 
_ Mormons,” we find corruption and 
Prostitution legalized, and the authori- 
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ties of a city honestly declaring 
their acts that they 2 
the work of “ self-purification,” and 
must needs adopt ordinances to, if 
possible, control a fearful evil which 
they admit themselves incapable of in 
the least degree removing. Witness 
the following extract from the New 
Haven Register of June 17th :— 

“Prostitution has been legalized at 
Nashville, and the result is thought to 
have been beneficial to the soldiers. The 
prostitutes pay 5 dollars a month for a 
licence, and pay 2 dollars for examination 
every ten days. This money is appropri- 
ated to hospital treatment of the sick and 
diseased ones, who have good medical care. 
During the last ten months the receipts 
from lhcense and examination fees were 
5,598 dollars, and the expenditures in 
hospital were 6,153 dollars.” 

ith these pictures of society ; with 

the ‘‘ social evil ” a fearful fact, which 
flourishes, spreads and multiplies ; is 
it not astonishing that men should 
talk of the sooner polygamy “‘is buried, 
the sooner the dark stains that have so 
long rested upon the escutcheon of this 
country will be removed ?” 

We wish it distinctly and plainly 
understood that we do not, and can 
not for one moment be supposed, to 
institute a comparison between poly- 
gamy and the horrible condition of 
monogamic society thus revealed, as a 
contrast between twoevils. If“ poly- 
gamy must follow slavery to its grave 
then would the only means pass from 
among men, which, if properly under- 
stood and righteously employed, would 
save them from degradation of being 
compelled to admit the existence of 
such a fearfully dominant evil as the 
‘‘ social sin” reveals. This, however, 
is only assertion ; we reserve the argu- 
ment for another a But 
until a better state of society than our 
own can be shown to us, as the res 
of the workings of institutions else- 
where, we will hold to that “« doomed 
institution ” which is incorporated in 
our faith, revealed by God as 4 means 
of regeneration, and presents In 1s 
practical workings a picture of moral 
purity such as cannot be seen elsewhere 
in the world. 


We clip the following extract from 
the Missauri Republican, 1n which it 18 
credited to the Council Bluffs 
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t it to our readers as a 
specimen of the manner in which re- 
ports concerni the *‘ Mormons” are 

uced and circulated to the world. 
it without altering a single 


“A private letter just received by @ 
tleman of our acquaintance from a re- 
iable party in Utah, gives the details of a 
wholesale murder of a family of six persons 
by a gang of Brigham’s “ Danites” or 
“Destroying angels. Our informant wasin- 
timately acquainted with the unfortunate 
victims, al says they have been objects 
of relentless persecution by “ thebrethren” 
for some time They had all been 
members of the church in high standing, 
and familiar with the inside worki of 
Brighamism. Latterly, they had 
seriously suspicioned of disloyalty to the 
church, and were supposed to be making 
preparations to get out of the Territory, an 
event which the “* Angels” were instructed 
to prevent, as the people knew, and would 
probably say, after leaving Zion, many 
things which the good name of the ehurch 
would not permit to be made public. The 
parties knew they were watched, and took 
every precaution to elude the vigilance of 
the “ Danites.”” They started, ostensibly 
for the purpose of changing their residence 
to the eastern side of the territory, but 
really intending to come on to the ‘Beaten, 
and were accompanied by two young men 
who were not members of church. 
When they had been out several days and 
were encamped in a kanyon about fift 
miles from Salt Lake, one of Y 8 
Bishops came to the camp, and told them 
they must move immediately or they would 
all be murdered by the Indians ; they were 
loth to start at first, but the bishop insisted 
and they finally constructed to follow him. 
He led them to a “ secure camping place,” 
several miles distant from the public road, 
and there left them. ; 
The following night a company of men 
we pce as Indians, came upon the camp 
murdered every member of the party 
except the two young men, who returned 
to the settlements and informed the friends 
of the family what had happened. 

These statements may be relied upon as 
(tue ; we are in possession of the names of 
all the parties, but not at liberty to make 
the same public, as the informers, if known 
ay ‘**Danites,”” would share the same 

The inhabitants of this Terri 
will no doubt be astonished that s 
4 thing could occur here without their 
éver hearin 


t such a tragedy was 


a word of it or ever} 


and have been widely circulated, 
only thing to which it could be 
to apply is the massacre of the 


family at Thistle Valley, in L 
Fork Kanyon, by the Indians ie. 


26th May, the fall statement of which 

is this moment lyi us in the 

of Charles W.. Bol 
“two yo men,” given 

Col O. H. Irish, Superintendent of 

Indian Affairs, on Friday, June 9th, 

at the Spanish Fork Indian Reserva- 


tion F and reported in phonogra- 
phie short-hand at the time by our 


The only thing in the statement that 
is the ghost of a truth is that six per- 
sons were murdered, The statements 
that ‘‘ may be relied upon as true” 
when correctly put give the following 
direct, manifest, well known and 
falsehoods. They had not been “‘memi- 
bers of the Church in high ing.” 
They were not ‘‘ making 


to get out of the Territory.” Instead 


Territory, and simply moved six miles 
up the kanyon, a short distance from 
the mouth of which Spanish Fork is 
situated, there to locate themselves f 
the summer. The young men” 
were not “‘ young” 
and were ‘‘ members of the church, 
They were not ‘out several days” 
and ‘‘encamped in a kanyon about 
miles from Salt Lae but had . 
illows in which they 


the mountains, for only's day ‘or twe 
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played. ‘‘ The friends of the family” 
ill be in a similar state of mind, Bok. 
withstanding that the “two 
men” informed them of “what had 
The statement is tissue 
word. of the most 
beginning to end, having evidently for. 4 
its foundation a melancholy occurenes, x 
the details of which are well known. Ag 
| 
of starting Ostensibly Lor te Durpus 4 
of changing their residence to the | 
eastern side of the Territory,” they is 
resided in the eastern side of the | 
were residing and intended to 
It was known that Black-hawkand hig 
cres a little furthersouth of the sami@: 
place in Sanpete Valley, but they were... 
not warped by the Da OP, 408 
. bishop was then on his 
dreaming thal | plains to fill mission “to 


Instead of being “‘loth to start at first | wisely hides from thelight that would re- 
but the bishop insisted and they finally | veal his deep and damning moral turpi- 
constructed (/) to follow him,” when tude tothe eyes of hisfellow beings. and 


led them to a ‘secure camping dhs he: da to 
ogue 0 


place,’ several miles from the road,” 
they were not asked to move, did not | ish lies by which we have been tra- 
move, but remained where they were. | duced and enmity stirred up against 
The “two young men” escaped/us. Yet it is of just such materials 
—, being in a wagon-box at one | that the country is flooded with tales 
end of the shanty. The first intima-| about the “ Siceunna? as truthless 
tion they had of the Indians was by | and baseless as this one, but many of 
the cattle herd —- down from | them not so malignant. We give fur- 
Thistle Creek, about daybreak on the | ther publicity to this clipping, with 
morning of the 26th of May, followed | oar comments, and add that govern- 
by his cattle, trying to escape from | ment officials, civil and military, and 
them. Leah thought it was only the | citizens of all classes, “ Mormon” and 
cattle running and went asleep in, | ‘* gentile ” know indubitably that the 
but was awakened by the Indians statements made in it are as false as 
firing into the shanty through the/| the writer knew how to invent. The 
willows. The two men, Leah and | Nonpareil and other papers would do 
Brown slept in a wagon-box at the | well to have positive assurance of the 
north end of the shanty and were not | reliability of parties furnishing infor- 
seen by the Indians when they killed | mation concerning reported occur- 
the family that occupied it. rences in Utah, or they are likely to 
We have furnished the information | be as grossly deceived in the future as 
gratis, to wit, “‘the names of the|in the past where the ‘‘ Mormons” 
ay al which the Nonpareil is afraid | form subject matter for the writers; 
ive lest ‘“‘the informers” should | for strong prejudice and impotent cor- 
are the same fate.” But what| ruption can descend terribly low, an 
can be said of the perpetrator of such | “lie like a book” when it suits their 
unblushing falsehoods? Infamous in| purpose to do so, 
his own eyes, whoever he may be, he | 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1865. 


WE are in receipt of a circular forwarded tons by Elder William H. Shearman, 
which will be found in another column, from which we learn that the brethren 
in Utah propose publishing a Juveniie Instructor. Do we consider the 
great influence such a publication will exercise over the future of our children 
Do we look forward to a time when the little ones whom we now toss in our 
arms, enlivening ‘‘ sweet home” with their childish prattle, will fill the places 
and take upon themselves the mighty burthens others are now bearing ! If 80, 
then we fully appreciate the advent of the Juvenii# Instructor, and will 


make a substantial demonstratien by supporting with our means those who are 
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wobly striving for the good of the rising . Noo 
us more than the one we are now writing upon, and 
understand it, it hasa direct bearing upon the 
shich now stand forth in such pomp 


kingdom of heaven, how can we better please 
directing aright the minds of our children, and educating t | 
heaven, so that it will be first nature with them to obey the great Jehovem 
all his commands? Past experience teaches us that “‘as | : 
tree is inclined.” There are none who have heard the voice 


and see 
plainly the pit from which they were rescued, and the question arises, Shall we 
not perform every duty towards our children which will widen the gulf we 
have already placed betwixt us and the bigotry and superstition of the world? 
Yes. God forbid that we should permit an opportunity to pass of strength- 
ening the minds of our children for the fiery ordeal awaiting all who wage a =| 
war of extermination against death and he who holds the power thereof. If | 
there is a father in Israel who thinks for one moment that he can continue to 4 


surpassing 


will enter in at the door, and stand in the full blaze of our Father's glory! 
The Elders abroad in the world may be able to save a representative of & 
family, a city, or even a nation, bat it will only be a representative. Those — 
who are now springing forth like the young mountain fir, will be the ones who 
will yet cause the earth to quake to its centre by the power which God will “@ 
bestow upon them. Saints, do not let pass the opportunity now within your 


darkened horizon of our youth, driven, scattered and peeled as wo havepecs 
from the beginning. What a mighty work is to be done. Whe can on 
the ways of thee, O God? How little do the world know of thy grensuem? 
But thank thee for the glimpee of light that has been afforded us; inspire our 
minds continually that we may persevere ! Hay Re 

Had we judged and measured the Church and kingdom by the poor 
perienced boy through whom its truths w 
and puny ranks of the starving Saints in xodu ee, ee ts 
such a comparison would have been complete waste, 
measure the kingdom of God twenty years hence, by the comparative haaaeal 


those who Will stand in the presence of the great God, yea, will sit down with 
him in his kingdom, and partake of the pure fountain of all knowledge w ih 
the immortal ones. In striving to attain to high and glomous positions mi Mie 
bat 

_ 
permit his children to run d, making mo use Of the facilis 
for properly moulding the young minds entrusted to his wateh-care, the soamer a 
he gets rid of such notions the better, for God will require 
from those into whose care he has committed the noblest work of his. hands. es 
We cannot place too high value upon the royal gifts of a beneficent a 3 
for to him we owe every blessing, and acknowledge his hand in all things... We = 
talk of the importance of the Elders going forth to the nations, and of the grea} a 
work which is being done in the midst of the world. Dothe Saints in the vales i 
of Ephraim consider that there is a work being performed by the mothers, ig 
Israel in training our youth, gg anything we can do inour presentaphere 
in foreign lands? Do they comprehend that we are just stepping een = 
threshold, and that those who are now only capable of mere childish babble. 9 
reach, for in this can we see the embryo of a mighty clement sprimguy in 2 
into existence which will be hailed as a bright star be ming as h the lon, “ed 
5 
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that occupy the vales of Utah to-day, we shall then have been equally as fool- 
ish as those who thought they could annihilate us by depriving us of our homes 
in Missouri, Ohio, Illinois and other places we have been obliged to leave in 
consequence of our being the weaker party. Again we exclaim, Who can 
fathom the plans of the great Jehovah! Who can measure the mighty arm 
which has been stretched out for our deliverance! We look to our pleasant 
homes and see the invaders on the threshold, and know that they are thirsting 
for our blood. Do our hearts cease to beat? Do the sons of Jacob wax pale 
before their enemies, as they were wont to do when more immediately in their ebile 
power? No. In the face of all this seeming trouble, steps are being taken to 

educate our children, that they may successfully oppose the powers of darkness. yeal 
Elder George Q. Cannon is well known to our readers, as also are those con- 

nected with him in this new enterprise—namely, Elders W. H. Shearman and 
E. L. Sloan. God approves of it, and we extend our cordial support to the 


ro 

editor, and trust that those who are able, will forward their subscriptions to ' 
this important work now inaugurated by the best talent in our midst. = Fk 
cor 
an 
¥ TO THE SAINTS IN ALL THE WORLD. re 

Dear Breturen, —Permit me to draw your attention to the proclamation Te 


of the First Presidency and Twelve, published in the Deseret News, and 

copied into the Mrutennrat Stak of the 21st inst., in which several publica- 

tions that have issued from my pen are considered objectionable. I, therefore, 
embrace the present opportunity of publicly expressing my most sincere regret, 

that I have ever published the least thing which meets with the disapprobation 

of the highest authorities of the Church ; and I do most cordially join with . 
them in the request, that you should make such dispositions of the publications 

alluded to, as counselled in their proclamation. 


\ 
London, Oct. 25, 1865. Orson Pratt, Sen. | 
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PROSPECTUS OF THE JUVENILE INSTRUCTOR. 
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GEORGE Q. CANNON, EDITOR. 


The necessity of a periodical adapted to and written expressly for child- 
ren, is one that has been deeply felt for some time by many of our citizens,— 
a publication suitable for circulation among the Latter-day Saints, through the 
columns of which their children can learn doctrine and principle placed before 
them in a simplified form, and gain knowledge on a variety of useful and inter- 
esting subjects. 

_ _ After consultation with President Brigham Young, and with his sanction, 
it is purposed to publish on or about the 15th October, the first number of the 
JUVENILE InsrrucrTor, an Illustrated Semi-Monthly Periodical, of a size sult- 


able for preserving and binding, containing four pages of matter, original and 
selected, of interest and value to the young. 


*, 


The matter will comprise short articles on a variety of subjects, designed te 
aspire a taste for valuable reading, and present before the: young mind rudi- 
nental knowledge of various kinds in a manner easy to. be understood,*as well 
ys contributions from juvenile and other correspondents, answers to questions, 
Each number will be illustrated with engravings procured expressly for 
the JUVENILE INSTRUCTOR. 
Altogether it is designed to be a useful auxiliary in the education of 
children, whether in our Sunday or Day Schools, or in the family circle: ***° ~~ 
After a careful calculation, the price has been placed at three dollars per 
year, coin rates, to be paid in advance, as no allowance has been made for 
losses through non-payment of subscriptions. To clubs of ten or a greater 
number of subscribers, a reduction of ten per cent. will be made. Cash, or 
produce at market price in coin delivered in this city, taken in payment. —s_—. 
The Editor will be assisted in the business and editorial departmenta by 
Elders William H. Shearman and Edward L. Sloan. | 
The value of a paper of this kind to the rising generation, when rightly 
conducted, need not be urged,—it is self-evident. Bishops, School Teachers 
and Parents, are respectfully invited to co-operate and lend their assistance im 
arculating this Prospectus and procuring subscribers. i 
Produce can be delivered at W. 8. Godbe’s Branch Drug Store, Hast 
Temple Street. 
All communications to be addressed to the 
Editor JUVENILE INsTRUCTOR, 
Great Salt Lake City. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
Awerica.—Elder William H. Shearman writing from Great Salt Lake City 
on the 23rd September last, says :—‘‘ We experienced a very severe snow 
storm here on the 8th and 9th inst,, which did a great deal. of damage, break 
ing down thousands of fruit trees, destroying late crops, dc. We are now, 
however, enjoying a very warm Indian summer, which, for the sake of our late 
emigration, I hope will continue for some time to come. Elder Thomas Taj 
lor arrived per stage on Sunday morning the 10th inst,, and designs s rtin 


back to meet the Saints, with teamis and provisions, avout the 27th inst. The 


President, several of the Twelve, and many others, are absent on’ a preaching 
tour to Dixie, but are expected back in a few days. ‘These trips.are doing’® 


vast amount of good, encouraging the Saints, increasing their faith, ond 


developing their energies and every latent virtue of their souls. I ‘enclose 


you a prospectus of a juvenile paper about to be published here. The ¢nter- 
prise is a purely benevolent one for the benefit of the young}; but we need.all 
the assistance our friends can give us, for we wish it to be.self-eustainmg, aa 
Done of those connected with it are able ‘to maintain it out‘ of 


means. A few subscribers from England who can “afford it; will be 
acceptable. We cannot furnish it to subscribers there at less than 
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shillings per annum, they ‘paying the English” postage. We purpose com- 
mencing with the first number, to be issued about November Ist, a history of 
the Chfrch in a simple style suited to the capacities of children, and design 
publishing the paper weekly, so soon as its income will justify. We shall be 
glad of any correspondence or other matter suited to its columns from any of 
our friends in England, old or young.” 

DorseTsHIRE ConFrereNnce.—Elder Harrison Shurtleff writing from Bridport 
on the 19th ult., says :—‘‘ It is some time since I represented this Conference 
by letter, and thought that I would communicate with you in regard to its 
condition. I can say that I am feeling well, although we are not adding so 
many to our number as I would like ; still, we are trying to retain those whom 
we already have. I am striving to do all that I can to build up the kingdom 
of God here on the earth, so that I may have a name and a place in the same, 
We have done some out-door preaching this summer, and shall continue so 
long as the weather permits. The local Priesthood are good men, and are 
united with me in spreading the truth and warning their neighbors. Elder 
Charles W. Stayner has been with us of late, and held a Conference at Crew- 
kerne on Sunday the 24th of September. ‘The majority of the Saints were 
present, and expressed their happiness in listening to the instructions given. 
In the evening several strangers were present, who listened attentively to what 
was said. I can say with truthfulness that the Saiuts are feeling well, and are 
beginning to pay their Tithing, and some, I expect, will soon be able to accom- 
plish their deliverance from these lands.” | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
ENGLAND. | time was occupied in visiting the 


SOUTHAMPTON CONFERENCE. different objects of interest, travelling 
Southampton, Oct. 18, 18665. amongst the Saints and holding meet- 
President Brigham Young, jun. ings, at which we had the ae of 
Dear Brother,—As my labors in| preaching to a large number of very 
these lands are about to close and I/| attentive and respectable looking 
have not yet publicly represented my | strangers. On the 5th July I re 
present field of labor, I will proceed | turned to Southampton, having ¢n- 
to give you a concise report of the | joyed my visit exceedingly, and find- 
same, and the condition in which I | ing my health much improved by the 
leave it. I arrived in Southampton | trip. On my resuming my labors im 
on the 3rd of March last, having suc- | England, however, it soanent into & 
ceeded Elder D. P. Kimball to the | very r state, and still continues 
Presidency of the Conference. On | so. P fees! few weeks past I have been 
the 17th of the same month I began | unable to proporly the 
the performance of my duties, and | duties devolving upon me, and by the 
continued in the discharge of the same | counsel of those oe over me, | 
till the 9th of June, when in accord- | have done but little savers and 
ance with the advice of President D. | public speakin Owing to the ub 
H. Wells and yourself, I started in seta state of my health, and ap- 
company with Elder C. W. Stayner on | prehending that it may still continue 
& visit to the Channel Islands, with the | worse if I spend another winter In oo 
view of benefiting my health, which | country, you have deemed it wisd _ 
had become very poor. We spent|to release me from my for 

between three and four weeks on the | these Jands to return to the Uni 
Jersey and Guernsey. Our! States, remain there with my relatives 


» 


e 
f 


during the coming winter, and then | 
rsume my journey home with next 
geasoD 8 

With to the present condi- 
tion of Conference, I cam say 
trathfully it is in good working order. 
the 
brother Hill in a i 


held in Southampton on the 6th of 
August, and which was favored with 
the presence and the teachings of 
President D. H. Wells, has had a 
salutary effect on this Conference. 
We have done more out-door preach- 
ing, and have drawn more numerous 
and attentive ions, than has 
ever been known heretofore in South- 
ampton. Nineteen persons have emi- 
grated from the this 
and nearly forty have already 

added by baptism. We sent a larger 
amount of Tithing into the Liverpool 
Office last month, than has been sent 
in from this Conference any month for 
some four years past. The Con- 
ference has been steadily improving 
during the last few years, and I am 
happy to say is in a much better con- 
dition than formerly. 

My labors in this Mission have been 
fraught with great blessings and hap- 
piness to myself, and I trust to those 
amongst whom [! have labored. The 
Lord, for some wise rpese, has seen 
fit that I should be deprived of bodily 
health, yet he has always blessed me 
with his Spirit, which has been a 
source of joy tome. Since my arrival 
i England, I have labored in three 
different Conferences, in each of which 
I have found a good people, who have 
administered to my wants as well as 
their circumstances would admit of. 
I love all such, and feel to way, God 
bless them. eir kindness to me, 
and their integrity and devotion to 
the work of God, have gained for 
them my deepest feelings of friend- 
ship and gratitude. I continually 
pray God to open the way for their 
deliverance from these lands of dark- 
ness and thraldom, and I feel assured 
he will do so if they will strive law- 
fully for that end. 
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you that we shoul 
in the different parts 
from time te 


seen lately,.s 


na 
be me ae 
form. The generality of the Saints any mg of 
ita are feeling first rate, and our meetings the course I. a 
80 have a tolerably fair attendance of | 
om ers. The District Conference I haw — 
the bord 
2 merciful to require more thanhe gives. 
I have continually sought for the 
counsel of those who’ have 
ire over me, and have never to 2 
er such instructions as I needed, 
W- fully proved that the Lord 4 a 
re man capable fer the position he « 
called to fill, inasmuch as he himaclf 
seeks to honor it. The brethren who 
have been placed to labor under 
direction, have shown their fai a 
ness to the great Latter-day W 
their diligence and 

me to spread ‘its pr 
attachment I have those 
Elders whom I have been associated => 

with while in these lands, is.of that 

| nature that can only exist 

| those who are fellow-laborexs..im: 
| great plan of salvation, and 

will reflect credit on themsel and 

add honor and Church 

and kingdom of oar am, your = 

CHESTER 

26, 1865,, 

President Brigham Young, juu 

ture in being able to aly, rom, 
and Tra Elders whom 
cannot close. these lines withou is MOVINg OD 
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satisfactory manner. Of course many 
things might be improved, and I trust 
we shall be able to increase in all good 


and shun the evil, by giving 


eed to the counsels of the servants of | 
God, and listening to the promptings 


ef the Holy Spirit. Since the depar- 
ture of Elder Finley C. Free, with 
President Wells for Zion, on the 30th 
August last, I have been acting as 
President of the Manchester Confer- 
ence as well as President of the District, 
which duties combined have kept me 


busy. 
he half-yearly Conferences held re- 
tively, at Liverpool on the 25th of 
re at Manchester on the 23rd 
of July, and at Preston on the 13th of 
August last were well attended by the 
Saints, numbering in the aggregate 
about thirteen hundred. Many valu- 
able instructions were given at the 
Liverpool and Manchester Conferences 
by President Wells and at the Preston 
Conference by yourself; and the Saints 
returned home from the different meet- 
ings, feeling blessed, and with renewed 
determinations to press onward and 
magnify the high callings whereunto 
they have been called. 

Elder R. N. Russell of the Preston 
Conference, is and has been doing all 
he can to bless the Saints, and preach 
the Gospel in those parts. Elder S. 
W. Sears has also been indefatigable 
in his labors in the Liverpool Confe- 
rence; lately assisted by Elder C. W. 
Penrose, whose labors are much need- 
ed and appreciated. Elders W. R. 
Smith, H. H. Cluff and T. S. Priday 
are also laboring in the Manchester 
Conference with untiring zeal, being 
determined to sound the Gospel in 
every village and hamlet round about. 
I thank you for them, and am much 
pleased that you have appointed bro- 
ther Smith to the Presidency of the 
Conference, as I shall now have more 
time to visit theother twoConferences. 
Out-door meetings have been held in 
all parts of the district during the fine 
— 

_the people seem very much preju- 
diced against us, and the destelaan oa 
teach. Very few indeed of the multi- 
tude seem to care pe. about 
or xeeping is command- 

ents, and simply count a man a fool 

pty 00 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ism.” At the same time, they w; 
acknowledge our doctrines ‘Serigtora, 
when shown the example of our Berio’ 
and his commandments, but will say 
Yes, he was baptized by the great Pro. 
om in Jordan, = s®© commanded 
men everywhere to repent and 

baptized, or they should 
but that this is now annecessary: 
passing the commandments of God by. 
as not worth their consideration, 
opposition to us, their strongest argu- 
ments are, Delusion, false prophets, 
polygamy, &c., and when cited ‘to 
aithful Abraham, who was a poly- 
gamist (from whom sprang many na- 
tion), all the ancient Prophets, and 
many Patriarchs, who received a pro- 
mise from the Lord God, that through 
them and their seed should all the in- 


that many should come from the north 
and the south, the east and the west, 
and sit down in the kingdom of God 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I 
have heard persons boldly declare they 
would rather go to hell than become 
Latter-day Saints, or even associate in 
heaven with such a character as the 
revered Patriarch Abraham. It is 
hard indeed for people to believe the 
Gospel with such strong prejudices, 
and if they will not obey the truth 
after being faithfully warned, our gar- 
ments are clear of their blood. 

A few believing our testimony and 
the Scriptures are being = . We 
are slowly overcoming the strange 
ideas entertained of us and our insti- 
tutions. Hoping by good examples, 
and teaching the Gospel of peace to 
the inhabitants of the earth, to be 
benefactors of the human family, and 
loeking forward to a hope of reward, 
we are striving to overcome sin and 
wickedness, and assist to bring in the 
reign of peace on earth. 

raying that the blessings of heaven 
may rest upon you, and all who desire 
the progress of the true faith, I am 


broth 
Apram Harcu. 


LLAND MISSION. 
Gorinchem, Oct. 24, 1865. 
President Brigham Young, Jun. |. 

Dear Brother, ~ Thinking you migh 
be anxious to hear from Ho 


or who endorses ‘‘ Mormon- 


t 
of our labors in this portion of the 


habitants of the earth be blessed, and - 
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’s vineyard, we send you the 
a of a Conference held in this 
city on the 22nd inst. We hired a 
very respectable school-room, which 
we purpose occu Sabbath 
for meetings from bea period, and 
our co ation, W was 
from inmenieala Est, Henkelom and 
Rotterdam, seemed anxious to hear 
the word of the Lord. Conference con- 
vened at half-past 10 o’clock, am. 
Present on the Stand—Elders Joseph 
Weiler, President of the Mission, Fran- 
cis A. Brown and Hendrik Van “teeter. 
After singing a bymn, a prayer was 
offered by Elder H. Van Steeter, who 
also occupied the time during the 
morning service in expounding the 
Scriptures, taking for his text, ‘‘ And 
the light shineth in darkness; and 
the darkness comprehended it not,” 
John i, 5. We all felt blessed under 
the preaching of the word. 

In the afternoon we met again at 
half-past 3 o’clock p.m. After singin 
and prayer, Elders Van Steeter 
Weiler addressed the audience, the 
Spirit of God accompanying their in- 
structions to the hearts of the people. 
Several persons presented themselves 
for baptism, feeling willing to bow in 
obedience to the commandments of 
God. At5 p.m., we met at the resi- 
dence of brother Jan Van Der Pol, to 
instruct the candidates for baptism. 
The room was filled with the Spirit of 
the Lord, and I am sure every one-pre- 
sent felt its holy influence. We went 
to the river at 8 o’clock in the even- 
ing, choosing the shades of night, be- 
cause the laws of this Christian nation 
will not allow us to worship God in 
the open air, and like the jailor and 
his household, four were buried with 
Christ by baptism, confessing their 
sins. We then returned to the house 
and attended to the ordinance of con- 
firmation, after which the new mem- 
bers rose and gave glory to God for 
his goodness in of oa, the Gospel 
unto them by the gift of the Holy 


Ghost, which they received by the lay- | 


ing on of hands of the servants of 
God, proving to us that God is no 


respecter of persons, but that all who} 


fear him and work righteousness, are 
accepted of him. We then ordained 
brother Peter J. Lammers an Elder, 


{the Work will continue to spread 


and appointed ,him to labor in the 


are beginning to give 

car of the Gospel has -commenced:to 
roll again in Holland. The Devil is 
diso busy and wpon our track, seekiz 
to turn away the hearts of” the 
from the truth, as in days of 

be to who giveth us the 
victory, he is avaren little in the rear 
of the servants of 
ing caused much excitement through 
the town, and en Monday. we were 
visited by several persons who wished 
to converse with us upon the fulness 
of the Gospel of Christ. In eve- 
ning we again repaired <o the river 
side, and re-baptized two who had 
formerly been in the Church. They 


con. Several others have given in 
their names for baptism, and we hope 


uatil 
hundreds and even thousands 
be gathered from thistand. Brother 
Weiler is exerting himself to the ut- 
most to extend: 


Lat 


Weiler all the assistance. im my power 


in his labors, and: take great 
me it. is Shes 


of books might be sold if 


>>. 
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ministry in connéction with 
or to the Priesthood, and ordained him 
y, an Elder to labor for the ae 
of the God, and to pi 
over the in. Gerinchem., .T 
mn wheels have been blocked for asesson 
” | in this country, but. we trast theob- 
d 
h 
| | 
complied with the institution of hea- 
| ven, as Jesus said to John the Baptist, | 
‘Suffer it to be so now, forthusit | 
becometh us to fulfil all righteous- =| 
ness.” When we had re-confirmed eS 
those baptized, we ordained brother | 
Leenders William Vander Pol a Dea- | 
‘‘liyht shineth in darkness,” for "3 
minds of the ae are trammelled by = 
the creeds of a hireling 
The clouds gently give way beforethe — 
light of truth, and we are all united = 
and full of zeal to bring the children 
of men to a knowledge of the great | 
Militer-day Work. I render brother 
kingdom of God or nothing. -. Ayam 
is devoted to the acquiremem 
language, in which I trust lag 
very much by_ nom: 


